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November 30,2017

Naomi Schaefer Riley
City Journal
The Manhattan Institute
52 Vanderbilt Avenue
New York, NY 10017
Dear Ms. Schaefer Riley:
This fIrm represents Dr. Lisa Coico, the former President of The City College of New
York ("City College"). I am writing concerning your article, entitled "Community
Disengagement," printed in the "City Journal" on November 9,2017. In that article you state
that Dr. Coico "resigned after the New York Times uncovered evidence that she fabricated
expense reports to deceive prosecutors looking into the school's use of foundation monies ... "
This statement is false and defamatory. Dr. Coico has never fabricated any expense reports nor
has she been accused of doing so. Although the Times made unfounded allegations about a 2011
memo concerning Dr. Coico's expenses, the Times never alleged that Dr. Coico created the
memo. Moreover, we understand that City College informed the Times that it was incorrect in
suggesting that the memo had been fabricated; indeed, City College apparently confirmed that
the memo was not fabricated. Therefore, not only did you recklessly rely on the Times' false
allegation about a memo relating to Dr. Coico's expenses, you intentionally took that allegation
and twisted it to suggest that Dr. Coico fabricated evidence. Your allegations were harmful to
Dr. Coico and defamatory per se.
In addition to the false statement about the memo, your allegation that the interim
president had done his best to "restore some fiscal responsibility after Coico' s corruption" is also
defamatory. Dr. Coico has never engaged in any corruption and the irresponsibility you
demonstrated in suggesting she had is not only baseless, but, again, defamatory per se.
The simple fact is that Dr. Coico sought reimbursement for expenses the City University
of New York ("CUNY") told her were part of her compensation package, nothing more. She
relied on representations made to her by CUNY and acted accordingly. Indeed, the similarity in
the expenses CUNY paid as part of the compensation package for presidents of its other colleges
supports Dr. Coico' s understanding about the representations made to her concerning the
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expenses for which she was and should have been reimbursed. The fact that ClJNY may have
failed to maintain appropriate and clear records of its obligations to Dr. Coico or met these
obligations using funds from sources that others believe may not have been appropriate is an
issue for CUNY to resolve. It has no bearing on Dr. Coico's actions.
During her six years as President, Dr. Coico worked day in and day out, dedicating all her
time and energy to improving the quality of education and life for City College students and
faculty. She was an outstanding fundraiser, raising more money for the College during her
tenure than many of her presidential colleagues. Just days before leaving the Presidency, she
was able to announce that she had secured one ofthe largest gifts in the College's history, $10
million to expand creativity and innovation throughout the College. During her tenure, Dr.
Coico also increased enrollment and graduation rates, transforming City College into an
institution which is consistently ranked each year among the top colleges and universities in the
country by the Princeton Review, Forbes, and U.S. News and World Report. Indeed, City
College's "surge" in the U.S. News' 2018 Rankings for Best Regional Universities, climbing 10
places to be ranked as Number 16 in the Top Public Schools, as reported on City College's
website on September 13,2017, is attributable all to Dr. Coico's vision and guidance as
President. Any suggestion that Dr. Coico somehow was engaged in wrongdoing involving
school funds could not be farther from the truth and acts a terrible injustice for a woman who
dedicated her heart and soul to the College and the University and continues to be a distinguished
member of the University's faculty.
Your decision to accuse Dr. Coico of engaging in illegality was irresponsible and has
unjustly harmed Dr. Coico. In light of the above, we demand that the "City Journal" post a copy
of this letter on its website and include a copy of it in its new print issue, along with retractions
and corrections.
Sincerely,

CMF/ces

Catherine M. Foti

